
 
 
May 8, 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

I am pleased to share with you our secondary schools’ plan for assigning students Marking Period 4 and final grades. Our 
approach focuses on three principles: 

 While student assignments have been graded during this time of remote teaching and learning, this work will be 

viewed in a flexible, holistic manner; 

 Outstanding student effort and performance during this unprecedented time should be reflected in assigned 

quarterly grades; 

 Students who have exceptional circumstances impacting their work should not be penalized for these 

circumstances. 

Teachers will continue to use a variety of quantitative and qualitative criteria to assess student understanding and 

determine marking period and final grades. These may include but are not limited to: 

 Numerical average of graded assignments and assessments; 

 Ungraded formative and authentic assessments; 

 Work beyond that required for the course. 

 
For the 2019-2020 school year, Marking Period 4 grades will be assigned as follows: 

A (90 - 100) B (80-89) P (65 - 79) F (<64) 

 
In addition, “No Grade” (NG) may be posted when students were unable to successfully complete work based on 

exceptional circumstances, for those middle school courses that met only during the 4
th
 marking period, and in those 

situations where, in a teacher’s professional judgment, assignment of a failing grade based on performance would be 
inappropriate based on student effort. 

 

Final course grades will be presented numerically and take into consideration the objective criteria noted above. Please 

note that this year there will be no Regents or final exams for courses ending in June. Therefore, final averages will be 
calculated as shown below: 

 Full-year courses will be an average of marking periods 1-4 

 Second semester (half-year) courses will be an average of marking periods 3-4; 

 Single marking period middle school courses may receive a grade of “NG”. 

 

In keeping with our guiding principles, teachers are asked to consider using a “hold-harmless” approach to final averages. 
For example, when student effort during “remote learning” has been consistent with that demonstrated during live 

instruction, teachers are encouraged to assign final grades that are not diminished if a student’s 4
th

 Marking Period 

performance falls within the same performance range (90-100, 80-89, 65-79) as the first three marking periods.  
 

In closing, we thank you for your support and offer you and your family our best wishes for safety and good health. 

 

Very truly yours, 
 

 

 
Dr. Stephen C. Lando 

Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education 


